gistration, because the efforts of numerators have been rather stimulated than otherwise by the famine, and the death return* show everywhere a most marked increase. The full influence of famine on a birth-rate should appear, as the Sanitary Commissioner points out, some time after, rather than during, the prevalence of a famine. The 1,0202 In other words the rate at which the wretched people congregated in these camps are dying, is such that, if not recruited and if they retained their mortuary liability, the whole mass of them would be swept away in rather less than a year. The statistics of these camps ought, howeveT, to show the number admitted and discharged as well as the average strength and deaths ; hey present a parallel with a hospital rather than a population. The story of the famine will no doubt be fully and systematically recorded when the trouble is past, but the full effect on the population of the province of this disaster can probably never be ascertained or made known ; for, besides the immediate and direct mortality caused by scarcity, there is the sterility which seriously depresses the birth-rate and must, continue to do so for some time to come ; there is a large extra mortality due to epidemic disease aggravated by crowding, filth and distress, and for a long time to come there will remain a balance of. physical feebleness which will impede agriculture and impair the power of procreation on the one hand, and render the people more amenable to the influences which cause the ordinary mortality due to common and perennial causes, and the extraordinary mortality due to epidemic diseases on the other.
It is difficult even to realize in imagination the whole effect of a visitation of this kind, and it will be found far more difficult to record in figures and narrative the full extent of the blight which it will have caused.
